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     In case you did not see the nice article 
in the March 10, 2010 Florence Mining 
News by Hank Murphy, FCLARA is also 
pleased to note that the individual who put 
together the winning nomination informa-
tion - without any of us having knowledge 
of it - was Florence County‘s aquatic inva-
sive species program manager Maureen 
Ferry! Thank you, thank you, Maureen. It is 
a testament to her ability to pull together 
much of the history of FCLARA and write a 
persuasive narrative that distinguished our 
association‘s achievements from among 
the other fine nominees. We are fortunate 
to have her! 

President’s Notebook  
Spring 2010 

     No, what you see below is not the 
same certificate that was in the Fall 
FCLARA newsletter. What a pleasant sur-
prise it was to be told back in late February 
that we had won the 2010 Lake Steward-
ship Award from among the following nomi-
nees: Bayfield County Lakes Forum; Clark 
Lake Advancement Association; Gibson 
Island Conservation Project (Cloverleaf 
Lakes); Franciscan Sisters of Christian 
Charity (Silver Lake); Friends of Lake Win-
gra; Lake Puckaway Protection and Reha-
bilitation District; Lake Wissota Improve-
ment Association; Rock Lake Leadership 
Team; Rusk County Wildlife Restoration 
Association 

     That‘s quite a diverse group, as it should 
be; Wisconsin‘s natural resources are di-
verse, as are the people working to pre-
serve them. 

year that lies ahead for your Association. 
Ten years, WOW, how time flies….. 
Thanks FCLARA, for allllllll you have 
done for Florence County lakes and   
rivers. 

~ Jim Swanson, Past President 

 —————————————— 

Some FCLARA History 

     In the fall FCLARA newsletter we 
reminded members of the many activities 
we have been and continue to be in-
volved in (Clean Water/Clean Boats, Citi-
zen Lake Monitoring, aquatic invasives, 
education, support for individual lake as-
sociation, and so forth). However, a few 
early events, including the formation of 
FCLARA, may not be known. 

     As Jim Swanson related in the Flor-
ence Mining News article (March 10, 
2010) concerning the award, following a 
horrendous thunderstorm and major 
flooding in 1999, ―we had septic systems 
compromised. We had people getting sick 
from swimming in lakes with pollution in 
them. We had a lot of shoreline erosion‖ 
and on and on.  As a result FCLARA was 
formed with the purpose of providing a 
positive voice and willing volunteers to do 
whatever could be done to maintain the 
water quality in Florence County, home to 
two Wild Rivers and many fine lakes. 

     This new organization got the support 
of, and at various times important advice 
from  the Florence County Zoning Com-
mittee, the Land Conservation Depart-
ment, various townships, the UW Exten-
sion, the DNR, the US Forest Service, 
International Paper, Trout Unlimited and 
the Wisconsin Rivers Alliance. 

     Probably most notable early on was 
the detailed River Planning Grant written 
by FCLARA that was obtained from the 
state to do a detailed, evidence-based 
study of the Pine and Popple Rivers-our 
Wild Rivers. The purpose was to assess 
the quality of the rivers‘ water and associ-
ated habitat to see if they really would 
stay wild or to what extent they were be-
ing degraded. Teams of volunteers from  

A Message From  

Past President Jim Swanson,  
April 16, 2010 

     Hats off and congratulations to 
FCLARA for receiving the Wisconsin  

Association of Lakes, 2010 Group Lake 
Stewardship Award. This award is given 
each year to an Association that exhibits 
extraordinary volunteer efforts to protect 
and improve lakes in Wisconsin. This 
award represents WAL‘S effort to honor 
and celebrate all the incredible work that 
goes into helping to ensure the future of 
our lakes for generations to come. Spe-
cial thanks to the FCLARA Board for all 
their travel, time and efforts attending 
meetings, doing lake surveys, educating 
the general public through Clean 
Boats/Clean Waters events and all the 
other activities they participate in through-
out the year. A special thanks to all volun-
teer members who have done their part to 
assist in all these activities. What a great 
way to kick off 2010!!!! 

     Let’s Celebrate!! 

     This is FCLARA‘s 10th year anniver-
sary. To celebrate our 10th year, we are 
planning a Lake and River Celebration on 
September 4th at the Keyes Peak Ski Hill 
Lodge. Mark your calendar and watch 
for more info for this event, as we are 
planning a day of lake and river tours, 
lunch, and music by Whitewater, a group 
from Amasa, MI that plays folk music with 
a ―celebrate-our-waters‖ theme. What a 

(Continued on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1) 

Florence County hiked all along the riv-
ers taking various measurements, and 
with the aid of GPS mapping the location 
of structures like culverts, bridges, and 
dams. With Whitewater Associates of  
Amasa, MI, the data was used to put 
together GIS maps of the Wild Rivers. 
The data collected enabled various loca-
tions on the rivers to be identified for 
restoration. 
     Most recently (2008-2009) a section 
of the Popple River was modified exten-
sively to bring that portion back as 
nearly as possible to class A trout habi-
tat-what we expect in a ―wild river.‖ 

     Around the same time as the rivers‘ 
study was going on, a group of landown-
ers were petitioning the Florence County 
Board to change the allowable river size 
lots that Florence had instituted in prior 
years for the Wild Rivers. They wanted 
to reduce the 500 foot frontage that zon-
ing had in place. FCLARA and other 

concerned citizens attended board 
meetings to explain why these changes 
should not be made, i.e. they would 
have allowed excessive shoreland de-
velopment resulting in excessive runoff, 
potential septic problems, rising water 
temperatures, and habitat destruction 
along these rare legislatively-designated 
Wild Rivers. As is reasonable, a compro-
mise was reached, the details of which I 
will not go into here. 

     We of FCLARA hope to be around for 
a long time, to act in a positive way for 
the good of the environment, the people 
and the economy. 

[Edited from notes and comments from 
former FCLARA Vice President Tom 
Tanner and other members] 

      

Florence Natural  

Resource Center  

Announces a 20th  

Anniversary Celebration! 

     Yes, on May 8th, at 10:00 AM, 
speakers will talk about how the building 
concept was started, what‘s going on 
now, and what is planned for the future. 
A rededication of the building and an 
open house will follow. A light lunch will 
be served following the rededication. 
The 20th anniversary will be open to the 
public. An RSVP is requested to Nathan 
Ruble at 715-528-5377 or info 
@florencewisconsin.com 

————————————- 

The Public Trust Doctrine: 

Just What is It? 

     This doctrine basically states the 
Wisconsin‘s Waters belong to everyone, 
just as the National Parks belong to 
everyone in the U.S., Wisconsin‘s lakes 
and rivers are public resources, owned 
in common by all Wisconsin citizens. 
Case law and statutes declare that all 
navigable waters are ―common high-
ways and forever free.‖ 

     “As a result, the public interest, 
once primarily interpreted to protect 
public rights to transportation on 
navigable waters, has been broad-
ened to include protected public 
rights to water quality and quantity, 
recreational activities and scenic 
beauty. 

     ñAll Wisconsin citizens have the 
right to boat, fish, hunt, ice skate, 
and swim on navigable waters, as 
well as enjoy the natural scenic 
beauty of navigable waters, and en-
joy the quality and quantity of water 
that support s those uses.ò 

————————————— 

Shoreland Development Rules 

have finally been updated,  

40 years after they were first 

Adopted 

     Shorelands are land within 1,000 feet 
of a lake, pond or flowage, and land within 
300 feet of the floodplain of a river or 
stream. They are important because the 
plants and trees in this area filter soil, fer-
tilizer and other chemical from the water 
that runs off land and into lakes and rivers.  

     Changes were made because the un-
derstanding, technology, population, and 
threats have changed a lot in 40 years! 
The effect of the new rules is to better 
protect our water quality and habitat for 
everyone. 

What hasn’t changed: 

Homes must still be set back 75 feet 

from the water 

Minimum lot sizes are still 20,000 

square feet and 10,000 square feet 
depending on the type of sewage 
treatment system. 

Some Changed Standards: 

Spending limits to repair non-

conforming residences with 75 feet of 
water‘s edge are eliminated. 

Expansion of existing homes closer 

than 75 feet to shore is allowed 
(vertically) in some cases, if existing 
home is at least 35 feet from the 
shore. 

Property owners expanding the 
“physical footprint” will be required 
to offset the environmental impact  by 
choosing from several options;     
counties will set what specific mitiga-
tion requirements are as they update 
ordinances. 

     ñWisconsin law recognizes that owners 
of lands on lakes and rivers- ‗riparian‘ own-
ers– hold rights in the water next to their 
property. The ―riparian rights‖  include the 
use of the shoreline, reasonable use of the 
water and a right to access the water. How-
ever, the Wisconsin State Supreme Court 
has ruled that when conflicts occur be-
tween the riparian owner and the public 
rights, the publicôs rights are primary.ò 

Contact information: 
Dale Simon, Waterway Protection  
Section    www.dnr.wi.gov/org/water 

Mick Mlinar (L), vice 

president of FCLARA 

and Cary Anderson 

(R), president of 

FCLARA, pictured 

receiving Wisconsin 

Lake Stewardship 

Award at the 2010 

Lakes Convention 

 

HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL AT THE 

MAY 22nd  

WATER QUALITY PROTECTION 

WORKSHOP 
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Florence County  

Land Conservation Dept  

Summer 2010  

Workshop Schedule 
 

      Clean Boats,           

      Clean Waters 
 

Saturday, May 1, 2010 

Florence Natural Resources and Wild 
Rivers Interpretive Center: 9 am to Noon  

Saturday, May 29, 2010 

Long Lake Fire Hall: 9 am to Noon 

Saturday, June 19, 2010 

Florence Natural Resources and Wild 
Rivers Interpretive Center: 9 am to Noon 

Saturday, July 10, 2010 

Hillcrest School in the Town of Aurora:   
9 am to Noon 

Lake Association News 

Spread Eagle (SECOLA) 

Carl Sundberg 

     Spread Eagle residents attended    
the March 22nd town board meeting in 
Florence as they did last September.  
They requested an exemption from SB 
12, the new slow no wake within 100 feet 
of shore law. After much discussion a 
compromise was reached to exempt 4 
channels from the law but observe it for 
the rest of the shoreline. This will permit 
water skiing to continue as it has in the 
past, going from lake to lake. The con-
sensus was agreed on by the 3 board 
members and an ordinance will be 
drafted and voted on in the near future. 
Hopefully, shoreline erosion and weed 
beds will thus be protected on most of 
the water and swimming, paddling and 
fishing will be safer in the 100 feet clos-
est to shore. The ordinance will apply to 
all boating, not just to skiers. 

Patten Lake 

Ruth Cassens 

     What‘s ‗cookin‘ on Patten Lake?        
It appears that the Spring water level is 
below normal due to the lack of rain; we 
certainly didn‘t want to wish for more 
snow. 

     On April 13, 2009, Russ Cassens 
proposed a Resolution to the Wisconsin 
Conservation Congress per the request 
of the Patten Lake Property Owner‘s 
Association to change from the special 
walleye regulations established in 1997 
to the present statewide regulations for 
walleye as shown in the fishing regula-
tions booklet. It will be voted on at the 
April, 2010 Conservation Congress  
Meeting in Florence. 

Fay Lake 

Tom Tanner 

     At the far west side of Florence 
County, the Fay Lake Association (FLA) 
was incorporated as a full lake associa-
tion with the State of Wisconsin as of 
March 4, 2009. Prior to 2009, only about  
a third of the lake was part of the Fay 
Lake Forest Association (FLFA). Another 
third of the lake is in the Nicolet National 
Forest and the other third, including Fay 
Lake was never part of FLFA. Without a 
full lake association, lake management 
grants, and the like, could not be applied 
for. 

    Officers include: Dennis Haberland 
(Pres.); Jim Walters (VP); Tony Wieger 
(T); Mary Ann Tanner (S) 

Long Lake 

     Under the guidance and training of 
Paul Regnier, of Door County Nature  
and Travel, during the spring 2009 
through  fall season, a bird, frog and 
toad, and a general plant survey was 
conducted with members of the Long 
Lake Association.  Historical events and 
sound scientific information from these 
ongoing observations are absolutely  
necessary in preserving the integrity of 
lake environments, like shorelines and 
watersheds. These environments are 
critical in preserving the integrity of lake 
based activities like fishing, swimming, 
boating, etc. now and in the future.  

Citizen Lake Monitoring Network  

Aquatic Invasive Species  

Workshop 

     Learn how to identify and report 
aquatic invasive species (AIS). Bring a 
canoe and life jacket for an optional     
on-the-water demonstration! 

Saturday, June 5, 2010                         

9 am to noon 

Lost Lake Cabins in the Chequamegon-
Nicolet National Forest 

 

 

       Smart Prevention    

  Workshop 

     In this hands-on training session, we 
will implement a role playing exercise 
using scenarios to create a template for 
an AIS management strategy based on 
the concepts of containment, vulnerability 
and prevention. We will also discuss the 
merits of adopting a more regional ap-
proach to management and assess the 
barriers to implementing such an ap-
proach. We‘ll explore Center for Limnol-
ogy research on how to assess lake vul-
nerability to invasion and the best man-
agement practices to implement in Flor-
ence County.  
 

Saturday, June 26, 2010 

Florence Natural Resources and Wild 
Rivers Interpretive Center:  Time TBD 

*Contact Maureen Ferry, Aquatic       

Invasive Species Program Manager       
at (715) 528-5940 or invasives 
@co.florence.wi.us for more information 
about these workshops. 

LCD Launches  

AIS Website  
     The Florence County Land Conserva-
tion Department recently launched the 
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Program 
website:  
 

www.florencewisconsin.com/
LandConservation/ais.htm  

 

Sorry we missed you!   
The last FCLARA Newsletter contained 
an insert acknowledging volunteers. We 
missed two extraordinary volunteers: 
Mick Mlinar of Porcupine Lake and A. 
Jeannie Nowak of Halsey Lake.  LCD 
sincerely apologizes for the oversight. 

Some Standards are New  

A new standard caps the total 
amount of ―impervious‖ surfaces 
(roofs, pavement, etc.): on shoreland 
property within 300 feet of lakes or 
rivers, and does not affect existing 
property owners unless major imper-
vious changes are made 

No limits are made where total    

impervious surfaces do not exceed 
15%; if impervious surfaces are   
between 15 % and 30%, measures 
to offset the impact are required. 

Contact Information: 
Gregg Breese, Shoreland Team Leader 

www.dnr.wi.gov/org/water 



FLORENCE COUNTY LAKES AND RIVERS ASSOCIATION, INC. 
Page 4 

Spring 2010 

FCLARA Board Officers 
President:—- Cary Anderson 

  4956 Bonnie View Road 

                  Florence, WI 54121 

  Email: carylyse@sbcglobal.net 

Vice President—- Mick Mlinar 

  121 Porcupine Lake Road 

  Florence, WI 54121 

Secretary—- Joan Swanson 

  5136 Bonnie View Road 

  PO Box 567 

  Florence, WI 54121 

Treasurer—- Debra Mazik 

  PO Box 19 

  Florence, WI 54121 

Membership [dues are $10 per year] 

                 Ken Johnson 

                  5105 Keyes  Lake Drive 

  Florence, WI 54121 

Well Water Testing 

     A follow-up to the article in the Fall 
newsletter on well water testing from the 
Florence County website: ―There is no 
requirement to test a private well except 
for bacteria when your well is drilled or 
you change a pump. Your are responsi-
ble for your water safety. Contaminants 
can pollute wells and you cannot taste, 
see or smell most of them. Therefore, 
you should test your water regularly. 
Some tests that should be done are: 
Bacteria [coliform], Nitrates, Pesticides, 
Arsenic, Lead, Copper and others, de-
pending on your area.‖ To obtain a water 
test kit call (715) 528-4837 (Health De-
partment, Florence Court House)   

     Another source of water testing is: 

 Water & Environmental Analysis  

Laboratory 

 College of Natural Resources,  
Room 200,  

Stevens Point WI 54481.  

  From the site :  

*Assess land use impacts on lake, river,    
and groundwater quality. 

*Determine areas of groundwater inflow 
and outflow in lakes and rivers. 

*Conduct private well analyses and edu-
cation programs for groups. 

The web site is: www.uwsp.edu/cnr/weal 
or call toll free (877) 383-8378. They are 
a DNR certified lab and have several test 

packages with prices. 

WE STILL WANT YOU!   

FCLARA wants any and all members to 
contribute by asking questions, making 
suggestions, volunteering their expertise, 
etc.         FCLARAINC@gmail.com 

 PO Box 565 Florence, WI 54121 

 carylyse@sbcglobal.net 

 

———————- 

VIDS  

(VERY IMPORTANT DATES!) 

FCLARA Water Protection Workshop: 

Saturday, May 22nd, 2010, 8:30 AM till 
Noon @ Florence Community Center 

Patten Lake Annual Meeting: Satur-

day, September 4th, 2010, 9:00 AM till 
11:00 AM @ the Fern Town Hall  

Halsey Lake Association Annual   
meeting: Saturday, August 7th, 2010, 
@ the Long Lake Fire Department 
building 

Keyes Lake Improvement Association: 

Meeting and Picnic Saturday, July 
24th, 2010,@ Keyes Lake pavilion 

Spread Eagle Chain of Lakes Associa-

tion SECOLA): Annual meeting Satur-
day, July 17th, 10 AM @ the Svecia 
Club 

Fay Lake Association: Saturday, Au-

gust 14th, 2010, @ the Long Lake 
Town Hall   

Lake Ellwood Association : Saturday, 

May 29th, 2010 

Long Lake Association : Saturday, May 

29th 

What Happened to the 

 Phosphorus? 

     ―Beginning April 1, 2010, new state 
regulations restrict the use, sale and dis-
play of turf fertilizer that is labeled as con-
taining phosphorus or available phos-
phate,‖  and this type of lawn fertilizer 
may not be applied in Wisconsin unless 
specific exemptions apply: 

New Lawns; Phosphorus Deficient (if soil 
test done within 36 months by lab); Non-
turf Use (gardens, pastures, sod farms) 

FCLARA SPRING ANNUAL 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING, 

WILD RIVER CENTER, 

MAY 15, 10:00AM 

Call to Order 

Question and Answer session with 
Rich Wolosyn-Zoning Administrator, 
and Maureen Ferry, Aquatic Invasive 
Species Program Manager 

Minutes-Secretary, Joan Swanson 

Treasurer‘s report-Debra Mazik 

Membership-Ken Johnson 

Reports on Important Topics 

 WAL Convention-Mick M. 

 May 22nd Water Protection 
 Workshop-Ruth C. 

 Slow-no wake law-Carl S. 

 Biologist at Florence(?)-Mick M. 

 FCLARA Sept. 4th Celebration-
 Jim S. 

 New phosphorus law-Cary 

 Adopt-a-Highway-Cary 

 Other 

New Business 

 Member questions and           
 recommendations 

 Other 

Adjourn 

     Background Info: ―Phosphorus is an 
essential plant nutrient. Plants absorb only 
the quantity of phosphorus they can use. 
Excess phosphorus can run off into lakes 
and rivers, stimulating excessive growth of 
algae and resulting degradation of water 
quality and potential toxicity.‖  

     Packaged fertilizer labels carry three 
(3) numbers which represent the total per-
cent nitrogen (N), available phosphorus 
(P), and soluble potassium (K). Look for 
the   N-P-K numbers: the middle number 
must be Zero (0). [*Actually, phosphorus 
will not be listed at all.] 

     More info: Wisconsin Department of 
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protec-
tion, 2811 Agriculture Drive. PO Box 8911, 
Madison, WI 53708, or email: char-
lene.khazae@wisconsin.gov 

[Edited from WDATCP info, 3/10] 


