
Since 2005, the Florence County Land 

Conservation Department (FCLCD) and 

the Florence County Lakes and Rivers As-

sociation have been working together to 

help prevent the spread of aquatic invasive 

species (AIS). 

 

Through this partnership, we are prevent-

ing the spread of AIS through lake moni-

toring and Clean Boats, Clean Waters water-

craft inspections  at boat landings through-

out Florence County. 

 

The Clean Boats, Clean Waters  program is a 

way for volun-

teers and staff 

to share infor-

mation with 

boaters on AIS 

and encourage 

boaters to 

check and 

clean their boats and equipment  before 

they enter and after they leave the water. 

 

Thanks to Clean Boats, Clean Waters inspec-

tors, public awareness of AIS and how to 

prevent their spread continues to grow!  

The information and watercraft inspections 

provided to boaters really does make a dif-

ference.   

 

Contact the FCLCD at (715) 528-5940 to 

join the Florence County AIS Team! 

WHAT IS FLORENCE 
COUNTY DOING ABOUT 
AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES? 

HELP PREVENT THE 

SPREAD OF AQUATIC 

INVASIVE SPECIES 

ITõS THE LAW! 

ã INSPECT your boat, trailer, and equip-

 ment  and 

ã REMOVE any attached aquatic plants or  

 animals (before launching, after loading 

 &  before transporting on a public high

 way). 

ã DRAIN all water from boats, motors, and 

 all  equipment. 

ã DONõT MOVE live fish away from a   

 waterbody. 

ã  DISPOSE of unwanted bait in the trash. 

ã BUY minnows from a Wisconsin bait 

 dealer.  Use leftover minnows only under  

 certain conditions.* 

Penalties may exceed $2,000. 

*You may take leftover minnows away from any state 

water and use them again on that same water.  You 

may use leftover minnows on other waters only if no 

lake or river water, or other fish were added to their 

container. 

For more information visit: 

http://dnr.wi.gov/invasives/aquatic/laws/ 
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WHAT ARE AQUATIC INV ASIVE SPECIES? 

Aquatic invasive species are plants, animals and 
pathogens that are òout of place.ó  A species is re-
garded as invasive if it has been introduced by hu-
man action to a location, area, or region where it did 
not previously occur naturally (i.e., is not native), 
becomes capable of establishing a breeding popula-
tion in the new location without further intervention 
by humans, and spreads widely throughout the new 
location. 

WHY DO THEY BECOME A PROBLEM?  

Aquatic invasive species often leave their preda-

tors and competitors behind in their native eco-

systems.  Without these natural checks and bal-

ances they are able to reproduce rapidly and out-

compete native species.  Once established, they 

can alter ecological relationships among native 

species and can affect ecosystem function, eco-

nomic value of ecosystems, and human health. 

Purple Loosestrife 

Zebra Mussels 

Spiny Water Flea 

Rusty Crayfish 

Eurasian water milfoil 

Banded Mystery Snail 

Chinese Mystery Snail 

Curly Leaf Pondweed 

Hydrilla  

Rainbow Smelt 
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